





Tribe finds this to be an unacceptable result; greater protection for the nation’s navigable waters should
be the goal, not diminished protection.

To conclude, the Bad River Band believes that the suggestions made by the USEPA And US Army Corps
during the May 18, 2017 webinar are unacceptable, and the 2015 Clean Water Rule should not be
revoked or replaced unless the federal agencies have robust scientific data to demonstrate a preferable
approach that adequately accounts for the hydrologic connections between and among waterbodies. To
Bad River’'s knowledge, USEPA hasn't offered that scientific data. The best science available is the
USEPA (2015) report supporting the 2015 Clean Water Rule. To revise regulations in any way that would
reduce the federal regulatory authority over waters and wetlands below what is outlined in the Clean
Water Rule would be seen as a failure in the trust responsibilities of the federal government and a
possible violation of the Tribe’s treaty rights.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. We appreciates the time that USEPA and US
Army Corps of Engineers staff will spend reviewing and responding to our letter. We look forward to
cpening formal consultation between the agencies as we move ahead in ensuring adequate protection
of our waters.

Please contact Naomi Tillison, Natural Resources Director, if you have any questions and to schedule
consultation. She can be reached at 715-682-7123 ext. 1561 or nrdirector@badriver-nsn.gov.

Sincerely,

OO Bl ki

Robert Blanchard
Tribal Chairman
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa

cc: Naomi Tillison, Natural Resources Director
Chip Smith, US Army Corps of Engineers
Kathy Mayo, U.S. EPA
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